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1. Parts of a plant and functions. 

 

Part Function 

Leaves Use sunlight to make food for the plant. 

Stems Carry water and minerals from the roots to the rest of the plant. They also support the 

plant. 

Roots Absorb water and minerals that the plant needs to grow. They also fix the plant to the 

ground. 

 

2. Life process of a plant: interaction, nutrition, and reproduction. 

- Interaction: 
Plants and animals interact with each other in the environment. They also interact with 
the environment itself. Plants and animals depend on each other. 
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microflora ---> sandworm ---> fish ---> bird 
microflora ---> sandworm ---> fish ---> human 
Plants interact with the environment by moving: stems and leaves curve to face light 

and roots grow towards water. Plants also adapt to the environment (cacti spines). 

- Nutrition: photosynthesis and respiration 

Photosynthesis: 

Plants need water, minerals, light and energy from the Sun and carbon dioxide to 

make their food. 

1. The roots absorb the water and minerals from the soil. 

2. The water and minerals travel up the stem to the leaves. 

3. Plants make food in their leaves. This process is called photosynthesis. The plant 

absorbs carbon dioxide from the air through small holes in their leaves. Using energy 

from the Sun, the carbon dioxide combines with water, minerals and sunlight to make 

food. 

4. During the process of photosynthesis, plants release oxygen into the air. 

 

Respiration 

During the day plants can use the oxygen they produce during the photosynthesis 

process. At night they must take in oxygen from the air and release carbon dioxide. 
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- Reproduction: 

Plants can be classified in flowering and non-flowering plants. 

1. The reproductive organs of a flowering plant are inside the flower. These organs 

make the seeds that grow into new plants. 

2. The stamens produce pollen. 

3. The carpel is the part of the flower where the seeds develop. It includes the stigma 

which receives the pollen and the ovary. The ovary grows into a fruit which has seeds 

inside. When the fruit falls to the ground, a new plant can grow from the seed. 

4. For plant to reproduce, the pollen has to travel from the stamen to the stigma in a 

process known as pollination. 

5. Sepals are small green leaves that protect the flower before it opens. 
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Pollination is the transfer of pollen from the stamen to the stigma of another plant by 

an insect, bird or wind. 

 

Life cycle of a plant 

First, pollen lands on the stigma. 

Then, a seed develops inside the ovary. 

The ovary takes the form of a fruit and the petals fall. 

The fruit falls and opens. 

The seed germinates and a new plant grows. 
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The new plant produces flowers. 

 

3. Plant classification flowering and non flowering 

 We can classify plants by how they reproduce: 

They are divided into: flowering and non-flowering plants. 

Flowering plants can be angiosperms or gymnosperms. Angiosperms are flowering plants that 

can produce fruits (with seeds). Gymnosperms are plants that don´t produce fruit. Their seeds 

develop inside cones. 

  

Non-flowering plants like mosses or ferns produce spores which they produce into the air. 
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 According to the stem we can also classify plants into grasses, trees and bushes. 

Grasses are herbaceous plants. Bushes have thick stems and low branches. Trees can be 

deciduous or evergreen. 

 

 

 


